
 

 

Phased re-opening of schools 
 

18 May 2020 
 
Dear Parents / Carers of Year 12 students 

 
Following the announcement made by the Prime Minister on Sunday 10th May, and subsequent updates 
received since then, we have been developing plans on how we could offer face-to-face provision for all 
Year 12 students to support their home learning. I am aware of the anxieties you will undoubtedly have 
regarding missed learning time for students, as well as the safety of your children if we re-open, at the 
earliest, on the 1st June. 
 
The Government has laid out 5 key tests which they say must be met for schools to re-open. If all 5 tests 
are not met, it will be deemed unsafe to do so, at that point. In addition, any decision to open, even if 
the Government is satisfied that their 5 key tests have been set, lies with myself as the Principal, supported 
by the Academy Trust, as there may be other mitigating factors to consider, at a local level. That said, we 
are absolutely committed to opening the school, at the earliest opportunity possible, as long as it is safe to 
do so. I am very much aware that home learning is no substitute for being in school but am sure you 
understand that the safety of students and staff is of the utmost importance and will always take priority. 
 
We have been working on a number of models that would give all Year 12 students face-to-face contact 
with their teachers once per week. This will ensure we can keep the number of students on site, at any one 
time, to a minimum. Our initial priority would be to focus on the wellbeing of our students; chance to re-
establish routines, to talk about their experiences during lockdown, and to have one-to-one meetings with 
key staff about any concerns they may have or anxieties they are feeling. Following this, we would begin to 
focus our energies on returning students to the classroom, in small groups, to begin to access subject-
specific lessons.  
 
We are currently operating safely with small groups of vulnerable students and sons/daughters of key 
workers and are reassured that we can do this. We are currently assessing if this would be possible with 
increased numbers of students and staff in the building. We are optimistic that it will be. Over the coming 
days we will continue to work on our plans to re-open the school and I will update you with further details 
before the Half Term holiday begins on Friday 22 May.  
 
Thank you for your continuing support and understanding at this unprecedented time.  
 
Yours sincerely 

 

 
 
Martin Blacoe 
Principal 


