
 

 

7 October 2019 
 

Rockwoods Road parking 
 
Dear Parent/Carer 
 
Despite a number of letters from me over recent years, messages in our Newsletter, assemblies 
to students, and daily, polite, reminders to parents, family members and taxi drivers, there 
continues to be a number of drivers who park illegally when picking up students at the end of 
the school day in the area surrounding our Rockwoods entrance. There are drivers who park 
across local residents’ driveways, who park illegally on single yellow lines, and who, incredibly 
dangerously, drive on the pavement to pass other cars. This is not only inconsiderate and 
illegal, it is also incredibly dangerous, putting students, staff and local residents at risk of injury. 
 
Parking restrictions were introduced in April 2019, which have helped to a degree, particularly 
when Traffic Enforcement Officers are on duty. Their resources are limited and, as such, we 
cannot rely on their presence on a daily basis. 
 
A planning application was submitted to the Local Authority recently to extend the opening 
hours of our Rockwoods entrance gate to 75 minutes after the end of each school day. This is to 
enable our students to engage in our wide programme of extra-curricular activities, which 
include numerous sports clubs, Duke of Edinburgh Award training, and countless revision 
sessions, to name but a few. 
 
The planning application was approved, in principle, by the Leeds City Council Planning Team. 
To be ratified it then had to be heard by a group of local Councillors, who formed a Panel Team 
last week at Leeds Civic Hall. I went to the meeting with Colin Wiggins, our Inclusion Manager, 
who was, formerly, a Police Traffic Officer for over 25 years. In what was an incredibly closely 
contested vote, the planning application was rejected by 4 votes to 3, with a significant number 
of abstentions. The sole reason for its rejection was the inconsiderate and, at times, dangerous 
parking outside the Rockwoods entrance.  
 



 

 

We will be contesting this decision, as there is overwhelming evidence to demonstrate that 
leaving the gate open longer does not in any way add to the traffic congestion issue. Indeed, no 
longer than 30 minutes after the school day, the traffic has gone, and the road is, once again, 
quiet. This was acknowledged by several Councillors during the Panel Meeting last week. 
 
This does not, however, take away from the fact that for that first 20-30 minutes, the parking and 
driving, from a minority, is wholly inappropriate. 
 
I am therefore, once again, appealing to parents and family members who pick up students 
close to our Rockwoods entrance to do so carefully, legally, and with due consideration to our 
local neighbours, who should not have to contend with these issues. 
 
Thank you, in anticipation, for your support in this matter. 
 
Best regards 
 

 
 
Martin Blacoe 
Principal 


