
 

 

 

  Key Stage 3 

Information Evening 

Year 7 



 

 

 

  
Year 7 Date 

Rewards Assemblies 
 

Friday 20th December 
 

Data to parents Thursday 21st November 

Careers Week w/b 27th January 

Rewards assemblies Friday 3rd April 

Data to Parents Friday 20th March 

Parents evening Thursday 30th April 

Data to Parents Friday 19th June 

Presentation Evening Wednesday 15th July 

Rewards assemblies Friday 17th July 

Key Dates 



 

 

 

How to help improve literacy levels 
 

Reading:  

1) Encourage your child to read for at least 20 minutes a night. 
2) Read in front of your child and talk to them about what you have read. 
3) Listen to your child read out loud as much as possible and ask them questions.  
4) Encourage your child to use the school library. 
5) Discuss stories they are reading at school – the plot, the characters and what they 

like about the story.  
6) Encourage your child to look up unfamiliar words in the dictionary. 
7) Encourage your child to pick more challenging books.  
8) Remember that magazines, comics, short stories, poetry and articles all help 

develop reading skills.  
 

 

 

Writing:  

1) Encourage your child to take pride in the quality and presentation of their work.  
2) Help them check their work carefully.  
3) Encourage your child to proof read all their work, checking that it makes sense.  
4) Encourage your child to write shopping lists or birthday cards. 

 

 

Some useful websites you could use with your child:  

 

http://www.k12reader.com/ 

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/literacy/ 

http://www.mainlesson.com/ 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z3kw2hv 

http://www.funenglishgames.com/readinggames.html 

http://www.channel4learning.com/support/websites/english.html 

  

http://www.k12reader.com/
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/literacy/
http://www.mainlesson.com/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/z3kw2hv
http://www.funenglishgames.com/readinggames.html
http://www.channel4learning.com/support/websites/english.html


 

 

Key Stage 3 Reading List 

Fantasy/ Sci- Fi  

Harry Potter series - J K Rowling  

His Dark Materials series – Phillip Pulman  

Old Kingdom series – Garth Nix  

Gone series – Michael Grant  

The Hobbit – J.R.R Tolkien 

The Percy Jackson series – Rick Riordan  

Mortal Engines – Philip Reeve  

A Wrinkle in Time – Madeline L’Engle 

Eragon – Christopher Paolini  

The Windsinger – William Nicholson  

 

 

 

Action 

and 

Adventure  

Noughts and Crosses – Malorie Blackman  

The Outsiders – S.E Hinton  

  

The Curious Incident of a Dog in the Night Time – Mark Haddon  

Horror 

Witch Child – Celia Rees 

Soul Taker – Celia Rees  

Demonata series – Darren Shan  

Vampire Blood trilogy – Darren Shan  

The Goosebumps series – R. L Stine  

The Swordhand is Singing – Marcus Sedgwick 

 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwibs6CQiNLWAhVDLcAKHWRcDwwQjRwIBw&url=http://www.garthnix.com/books/the-old-kingdom/&psig=AOvVaw01qbiWbvw4zXyEdozALink&ust=1507037967137441
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi1y77bh9LWAhVGC8AKHYmaCgUQjRwIBw&url=https://www.amazon.com/Harry-Potter-Paperback-Box-Books/dp/0545162076&psig=AOvVaw32t5U7x41HFvatRh-t3kcY&ust=1507037851815921
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi9t8nxh9LWAhWjJcAKHavdDkkQjRwIBw&url=https://www.waterstones.com/book/northern-lights/philip-pullman/9781407154169&psig=AOvVaw0l4FREROQWr49PQ6HM-9dF&ust=1507037903183432


 

 

Red Queen – Victoria Aveyard  

Uglies – Scott Westerfeld  

Alex Rider series – Anthony Horowitz  

The Hunger Game series – Suzanne Collins  

The Knife of Never Letting Go – Patrick Ness  

The Maze Runner series – James Dashner  

 

Classics 

The Chronicles of Narnia – C.S. Lewis 

The Jungle Book – Rudyard Kipling   

Black Beauty – Anna Sewell 

The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn –  Mark Twain  

Watership Down – Richard Adams 

Treasure Island – R. L . Stevenson  

 

  

Books based on historical events  

Goodnight Mister Tom – Michelle Magorian  

Private Peaceful – Michael Morpurgo  

War Horse – Michael Morpurgo  

Buffalo Soldier – Tanya Landman  

The Diary of Anne Frank – Anne Frank  

Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry – Mildred D Taylor 

 



 

 

Numeracy Support for your child 

 

-Please also ensure 

that your child has 

the correct 

equipment, not only 

for maths but for any 

lesson where 

numeracy may be 

used. Scientific 

calculators (casio fx-

85GT or fx-83GT plus) 

and maths packs 

(compass, ruler, 

protractor, pencil) can 

all be purchased in 

school by ordering 

through parent pay.  

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Art and Design 
 

Course Overview – Year 7 
Year 7 is an introduction to the formal elements in art and design. Students experience a range of skills and 

techniques, materials, tools and processes. The main objectives are, awareness of established artists, 

experimentation and creativity, recording in a range of forms and bringing their work to an artistic 

conclusion. Students experience art on a carousel rotation and will experience the curriculum below at 

different times in the year depending on the rotation. 

 
Rotation 1 Rotation 2 

Element  Shape, form, texture, pattern, colour Colour, shape, form,  

Project Title Hundertwasser Sweets 

Skills and 

Technique 
Observational drawing 
Use of line to create 3D 
Use of tone to create 3D 
Texture and mark- making 
Pen, pencil, fine liner, biro, pen and 

ink, wax resist 

Photography 
Colour rendering pencil crayon 

Colour mixing with paint 

Tints and shades to create 3D shape 
Composition – rule of thirds 

Critical and 

Cultural 

references 

Still Life 
Hundertwasser 

Assemblage 
Sarah Graham 

Assessment Self, peer and teacher assessment 

throughout the project. ‘What Went 

Well’ and ‘Even Better If’ and 

challenge tasks per project and 

summative teacher grade at the end of 

the project 

Self, peer and teacher assessment 

throughout the project. ‘What Went Well’ 

and ‘Even Better If’ and challenge tasks 

per project and summative teacher 

grade at the end of the project 

 

Home Learning Projects 

Home- Learning projects are set once a term and are theme based projects, which encourage independent 
self-management and enquiry. 
Students are given a brief but are allowed to further develop that brief to ensure they have ownership of the 
work. Students are expected to produce a mini project with an end piece using materials, processes  
and techniques own their own choice. Project work will be given an end date but will be checked every 2 
weeks to see how it is progressing and to receive feedback. 
 

How to help / Useful Links and Apps 

Encourage pride in their work – provide a space to work. 
Encourage creative activity – drawing, construction, design, photography, use of technology such as  
ipads/tablets to make and edit imagery, video and animation. 
Visit art galleries, sculpture parks, museums. Discuss artwork to help make opinions and to gain confidence 
By building up a visual and analytical vocabulary. Encourage independent research at home. 
www.leeds.gov.uk/artgallery, www.tate.org.uk,  
Follow art@Priesthorpe on Pinterest, Priesthorpe school twitter 
 
 

http://www.leeds.gov.uk/artgallery
http://www.tate.org.uk/


 

 

Computing 
 

Course Overview – Year 7 
 

Rotation 7 weeks 

ICT Skills and Programming through Game Design 

Throughout the year students will be set home learning to support programmes of study 

The Course 

Introduction to 

Computers 

• Accessing the school network. 

• Online safety 

• Using Google classroom/docs 

Programming 

through Game 

Design 

• Problem solving 

• Coding using Scratch  

• Understanding basic code and how to read it 

• Create a computer game 

• Evaluate the effectiveness of the game 

 

Technology, Maths, English, Art,  

Home Learning Projects 

 
Students will be set a project-based home-learning that will run throughout the year. 
Students will be enrolled on Duke of York IDEA and work towards their bronze badge. 
 

How to help 

There are a number of ways you can support and develop the computer science learning that takes place in 
school: 

 If you have a table device or computer then you can practise coding at home 

 Download the google classroom/docs/slides apps on to phones or tablets 

 Discuss cyber-security and make sure you are aware of what your children are accessing. 

 Encourage your child to watch relevant and appropriate clips or performances on Youtube. 

 Discuss with your child what he/she is doing in class and ask him/her to explain it to you. 

 Encourage the use of cloud-based storage (google drive) to save any work done at home 

 

Useful Links & Apps 

 

Scratch – www.scratch.mit/edu 

Coding- www.hourofcode.com/uk 

IDEA-https://idea.org.uk/ 

TYNKER-https://www.tynker.com/ 

 

If you find any apps/websites that you think can enhance your child’s learning in computer science.  Please let me 

know via your child, so that we can include them in this page. 

 

Links with other subject areas 

http://www.scratch.mit/edu
http://www.hourofcode.com/uk
https://idea.org.uk/
https://www.tynker.com/


 

 

Drama 
 

Course Overview – Year 7 
 

Through studying the units of work below, all students will develop the interrelated skills of creating, performing 
and evaluating drama through a range of activities. 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Introduction To Drama 
Physical and movement skills 

Response to a stimulus 
Teacher-in-Role 

Vocal Skills 
Dialogue and Narration 

Poetry as a stimulus 
Stepping into someone else’s shoes 

 

Create Your Own Drama 
Tackling Texts 

In addition to their fortnightly curriculum drama lesson, students are encouraged to participate in any extra-

curricular opportunities offered by the drama department.  More information about any of these activities are 

available from your child’s drama teacher. From September 2018, Drama Club, for all years, will take place each 

Thursday, from 2.30 until 3.30 p.m.  

How to help 

There are a number of ways you can support and develop the drama learning that takes place in school: 

 Take your child to see live theatre, professional or amateur. 

 Encourage your child to watch relevant and appropriate clips or performances on Youtube. 

 Talk about the drama you watch on television and in films. 

 Encourage your child to take an interest in current affairs and general knowledge. 

 Encourage your child to hold conversations with you and others. 

 Encourage your child to consider situations and issues from different points of view. 

 Discuss with your child what he/she is doing in class and ask him/her to explain it to you. 

 Help your child to build up a drama vocabulary. 

Know the meaning and spelling of the following key skills and use them to talk about drama. 

Facial expression = how people communicate a mood, feeling or emotion through their face. 

Gesture = the use of hands to communicate a meaning, e.g. thumbs up = OK; waving = ‘goodbye’ 

Body language = how people communicate non-verbally, e.g. turning away = ‘I’m not listening’; leaning towards 

someone who is speaking = ‘I’m interested in what you have to say.’ 

Proxemics = the use of space, how close or far apart people are from each other and what this communicates to 

an audience.  

Eye contact = looking at someone who is looking back at you. 

Focus = looking at something specific. 

Gaze = looking in a direction but not necessarily with any specific focus. 

Imagination = the ability to picture something in your head, come up with ideas and alternatives. 

Useful Links & Apps 

 

What’s on – Bradford Theatres http://www.bradford-theatres.co.uk/whats-on  

What's On - West Yorkshire Playhouse https://www.wyp.org.uk/about/whats-on/ 

What's On - Leeds Grand Theatre https://www.leedsgrandtheatre.com/Online/whatson 

CarriageWorks Theatre - Leeds City Council www.leeds.gov.uk/carriageworks 

Manchester Theatres www.manchestertheatres.com/ 
 

If you find any apps/websites that you think can enhance your child’s learning in drama.  Please let me know via your 

child, so that we can include them in this page.   

https://www.wyp.org.uk/about/whats-on/
https://www.leedsgrandtheatre.com/Online/whatson
http://www.leeds.gov.uk/carriageworks
http://www.manchestertheatres.com/


 

 

English 

 
Course Overview – Year 7 

 

During year seven, students will have the opportunity to hone their literacy skills while developing the love 

of reading they discovered at primary school. Our curriculum at Key Stage Three is carefully planned to 

ensure a smooth transition from Key Stage Two and introduce students to the skills needed for the 

challenge of secondary English. Students will study contemporary popular young fiction, poetry and a 

Shakespeare play alongside expanding their curricular and cross-curricular knowledge through non-literary 

texts from various periods and through author studies. We believe that success in English is underpinned 

by a love of reading; we will strive throughout students’ time with us to share with them our love of reading 

and to nurture and develop their own. 

Some texts we might read in Y7:  

 Lemony Snicket: A Series of Unfortunate Events: The Bad Beginning 

 William Shakespeare: A Midsummer Night’s Dream, The Tempest 

 Charles Dickens Oliver Twist, A Christmas Carol, The Signalman 

 Patrick Ness: A Monster Calls  

 Poems from different cultures  

 

Suggested further reading: 

 Lemony Snicket: A Series of Unfortunate Events (other books) 

 Clive King: Stig of the Dump 

 Judith Elkin: The Borrowers 

 Rohld Dahl: Danny the Champion of the World, The BFG 

 David Walliams: Gangsta Granny 

 JK Rowling: Harry Potter collection 

How you can help 

1. Equipment: 

Ensure your child starts every day with a well-stocked pencil case containing at least a pen, pencil, 

ruler and rubber.  

2. Encourage your child to read: 

It is very important to read often, either fiction or non-fiction. We recommend at least 20 minutes per 

night. Newspapers, poetry, short stories and a wide range of reading materials are all fine. Seeing 

you read (especially the dads for reluctant boys) is very powerful. 

3. Redrafting and editing: 

In school, your child will be encouraged to take pride in their work and check every piece carefully. 

Please support this message by helping them to ensure every piece completed at home is one to be 

proud of.  

4. Watch, read or listen to the news together: 

A solid understanding of the world enriches any piece of literature.  

5. Make sure your child uses feedback to improve: 

Do they know how to make their next piece of work better than the last? 

6. Watch TV series together and discuss characters, themes, language etc: 

Yes, watching box sets can be learning too! 

7. Give books as presents 

8. Ask them about their reading 

9. Encourage diary/short story/poetry/blog writing.  

Read what they write if they want you to. 

10. Ensure that reading continues during school holidays.  

Pack books in the suitcase if you’re going away. 

 



 

 

Useful Links and Apps 

 

 

French/Spanish 
 

Course Overview – Year 7 

 

French 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Describing people 
Pupil talk 
 

School 
Hobbies and free-time 

Town 
Holidays 

 

Spanish 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Pupil talk 
Introductions 
Describing people 

Hobbies and free-time 
School 

School 
Town 

 

Home learning menus are given at the beginning of each theme with 6 HL tasks for pupils to complete 
throughout the theme. Pupils must attempt a minimum of two ‘red hot’ home-learning tasks for each menu. 
 
In addition to the tasks on the home learning menu pupils are also assigned a vocabulary learning course 
on Memrise.com which must be completed before the assessment. Pupils can log on to memrise 
throughout the theme and complete little and often as well as reviews of the vocabulary that they have 
already learned. 
 

Useful Links and Apps 

www.memrise.com – pupils must use either the website or the app to complete the vocabulary course 

throughout each theme. Pupils can also sign up to other course and/or other languages to widen their 

language learning. 

Duolingo – language learning app. An interactive app which will support pupils learning of the language.  

COMING SOON!!! – Active Learn Student. An active learning platform which links to the Studio and Viva 

textbooks and the Schemes of Learning. Update to follow during the next half term. 

 

 

 

Home Learning Projects 

http://www.memrise.com/


 

 

 

Geography 
 

Course Overview – Year 7 

 

 

Through studying the units of work above, all students will develop key geographical skills such as map 

skills and locational knowledge as well as comparing and contrasting different areas of the world. 

In addition to their weekly geography lesson, students will have opportunities throughout key stage 3 to 

participate in field trips, which are an essential part of the geography curriculum. 

RS – Where do we come from? 
English: Autobiography  Identity poetry  
History: Norman invasion of England  
 

How you can help 

Ensure your child is fully equipped for all geography lessons with a pen, pencil, ruler and rubber. 

 

You can also support your child to progress in geography by: 

 Watching the news together and discussing current events, considering both sides of stories. 

Discuss what different people’s opinions might be and any misconceptions that people have. 

 Encourage your child to carry out their own research about topics covered in class as well as 

stories on the news to allow them to form their own, well informed opinion. 

 Help them to come up with questions about what they are learning and encourage them to 

independently find out the answer. 

 When they have a presentation or research homework check that they have used good sources 

of information and have not copied and pasted text from the internet. 

 Visit places which will give your child the opportunity to explore the natural world and use map 

skills e.g. the National Trust 

Useful Links and Apps 

 

BBC Bitesize http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zrw76sg  

CBBC Newsround http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround  

OS Mapskills https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/  

Map games http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/Geography.htm  

 

If you find any apps/websites that you think can enhance your child’s learning in geography please let me 

know via your child so that we can include them in this page 

 

 

 

 

 

Links with other subject areas 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/subjects/zrw76sg
http://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround
https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/Geography.htm


 

 

History 
 

Course Overview – Year 7 

 

 

Through studying the units of work below, all students will develop the interrelated skills of performing, 

composing and appraising through a range of activities. 

Autumn Winter Summer 

 Key Historical skills 

 Norman invasion of England 

 Life in the Middle Ages 

 The Tudor dynasty 

 The English Civil War 

 The Industrial Revolution 

 

In addition to their weekly curriculum History lessons, students are encouraged to engage with their studies 

outside of school by reading historical fiction and non-fiction, asking questions about the past, conducting 

their own research and watching documentaries. 

How you can help 

 

Expectations of good historians 

 Work hard and do your best in all of your class work and home learning 

 Ask questions and listen to other peoples’ answers 

 Be respectful of different cultures and ideas 

 Be resilient and always think about how you can make yourself better 

 

Key Skills 

 Causation - Think about why events happen and what the consequences of them could be. 

Consider short and long term factors. Make judgements about the most important causes and 

consequences 

 Change – Identify change over time and what has stayed the same. Think about similarity and 

difference between different societies and time periods 

 Interpretations – How reliable and trustworthy are the information sources? Identify purpose, context 

and audience. How trustworthy do they make the sources? 

 Significance – Make judgments about how important different people, events and other factors 

were. 

 

 

Useful Links and Apps 

 

www.bbc.co.uk/history  

www.historylearningsite.co.uk  

www.historyonthenet.com  

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk  

www.schoolhistory.co.uk  

www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk  

 

 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/history
http://www.historylearningsite.co.uk/
http://www.historyonthenet.com/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
http://www.schoolhistory.co.uk/
http://www.spartacus.schoolnet.co.uk/


 

 

Maths 
 

Course Overview – Year 7 

 

Pupils in Year 7 follow the White Rose Maths Mastery Scheme of Learning. 

A significant amount of time in Year 7 is devoted to developing key number concepts. This is to help build 

their number competency, as number sense will affect their success in other areas of mathematics. 

Students who are successful with number are much more confident mathematicians. Reasoning and 

problem solving are key elements of lessons and pupils are extended through depth of knowledge of a 

topic. Time is also given to revision, catch up and reflection. 

The year is split into the following topic areas. 

Assessment consists of regular small topic tests, together with 3 formal assessment points. We will use 

these to track progress and identify gaps. Pupils will be set 1 homework per week. 

How you can help 

Ensure that your child has a scientific calculator which is brought to every mathematics lesson. We 

recommend Casio Fx-83GT plus. A maths set containing compass and protractor is also useful. Both can 

be bought from the maths dep through parentpay. 

Useful Links and Apps 

 

Encourage your child to practise Key skills and multiplication tables i.e. mental addition, subtraction, 

multiplication and division. Encourage your child to use DrFrostMaths to complete homework and revise 

topics. 

Home learning and extra support – DrFrostMaths.com 
Weekly home learning set by the teachers but also opportunity to watch videos and find extra support on 
topics that pupils may not be sure on 

General revision – www.corbettmaths.co.uk 
A free website that contains all topics needed at KS3 and more. 

http://www.corbettmaths.co.uk/


 

 

Mindset 
  

Course Overview – Year 7 

The Year 7 Mindset curriculum gives students an insight into this specific strand of Metacognition. Building 

and understanding a Growth Mindset is an essential component in how students deal with challenge. 

Understanding that challenge and in some cases failure is integral to the learning process. How students 

cope with these situations and respond will shape the future of their learning and progress. The Year 7 

programme has both practical and theoretical components in lessons. These together will not only enhance 

knowledge and understanding of Mindset but let students experience and manage challenging situations 

beyond their comfort zone. Clear links are made with the Mindset curriculum and the year 7 residential. 

Explicit ‘Growth Mindset’ experiences and challenges in a residential setting will compliment work in the 

curriculum. 

Residential: 

The Year 7 programme along with a residential experience will empower our learners to become more 

resilient. Students will predominantly work in their coaching groups giving students the ideal opportunity to 

forge new relationships as well as been challenged in a number of different contexts.   

Curriculum: 

Topic 
 

Content 

Baseline assessment: Mindset questionnaire – complete the questionnaire  

 Introduction 
 

Introduction to Mindsets, a brief overview of the 
programme including theory and practical.  
To reflect and discuss personal perceptions for Mindsets. 

 A healthy brain 
 

Investigate what the brain does 
To understand how the brain works 
To develop an understanding of how we can optimise our 
brains ability to learn 

Understanding the brain 
 

Develop a greater understanding of the brain 
To link specific elements of the brain to developing new 
skills and knowledge  
To appreciate how we can learn behaviours and attitudes 

Fixed v Growth Mindset / thinking 
resilience 
 

To investigate the difference between fixed and growth 
Mindset.  
To identify characteristics of Mindset with reference to 
students and effort 
To compete a series of puzzles aimed at making students 
think! 

Personality and Mindset 
 

To understand different personalities 
To link personality and behaviours to challenge 
To explore how personality can link to effort and motivation  
 

Mindset lessons: These are designed to develop a Growth Mindset through theory and practical activities 

and will typically include the following: 

- Team work, trust and co-operation challenges. 

- Problem solving activities. 

- What makes a good leader? Associated Leadership challenges.  

- Team building activities. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Music 
 

Course Overview – Year 7 

 

Through studying the units of work below, all students will develop the interrelated skills of performing, 

composing and appraising through a range of activities. 

Autumn Term                     Spring Term                                       Summer Term 

   Music Theory/ Just Play         Elements of Music        Harry Potter 

In addition to their weekly curriculum music lesson, students are encouraged to participate in the wide range 

of extra-curricular opportunities on offer in the Music Department. The school also offers instrumental tuition 

for strings, brass, woodwind, guitar, percussion, piano/keyboard, and voice. More information about any of 

these activities are available from your child’s Music Teacher. 

How you can help 

 

General points to improve musical awareness 

♪ Talk about the music you hear on the radio or television, in shops or supermarkets, played by buskers. 

♪ Encourage your child to sing or to play a musical instrument. 

♪ Encourage your child to listen to a variety of different styles and backgrounds. 

♪ Encourage your child to compose his/her own music. 

♪ Encourage your child to take part in a musical group or activity with others. 

♪ Discuss with your child what he/she is doing in class and ask him/her to explain it to you. 

♪ Help your child to build up a musical vocabulary. 

Know the meaning of the following words and use them to talk about any musical sounds which you hear. 

Dynamics = how loud of soft a sound is 

Rhythm = the duration of notes combined within a pulse. 

Pitch = how high or low a sound is. 

Sound/Silence/Structure = what material is the instrument/no sound/how is the piece put together 

Melody = the tune 

Instruments = Woodwind/brass/percussion/string families and the instruments that belong to each family 

Tempo/Texture = the speed of the music/whether a lot of (thick) or a few (thin) instruments are playing a 

piece of music. 

Harmony = how sounds are combined 

Useful Links and Apps 

 

http://listeningadventures.carnegiehall.org/ypgto/index.aspx A great way to learn about the instruments of 
the orchestra and Benjamin Britten’s Young Person’s guide to the Orchestra. 

http://www.sfskids.org/ Games and information based around composers, instruments and music 

Dust Buster Piano App – Help with reading and music and learning piano notes. 

GarageBand – Music sequencing software available in IOS, create your own pieces and ‘jam’ with others 

http://www.musicteachers.co.uk/resources/funstuff Lots of games to help with note reading and theory. 

http://midnightmusic.com.au/2012/10/41-free-resources-for-teaching-the-12-bar-blues/ An website with 
lots of links about Blues music. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://listeningadventures.carnegiehall.org/ypgto/index.aspx
http://www.sfskids.org/
http://www.musicteachers.co.uk/resources/funstuff
http://midnightmusic.com.au/2012/10/41-free-resources-for-teaching-the-12-bar-blues/


 

 

Physical Education 
 

Course Overview – Year 7 

At Priesthorpe we offer a broad and balanced programme where students will be taught to be physically 

active, developing co-ordination, control and body management. They will be involved in problem-solving, 

communication with others and team-building. Pupils will be encouraged to understand the importance of a 

healthy life style through participation in, and enjoyment of, a variety of activities. 

Students will develop physical competencies throughout the year, specifically they will: 

 Be physically active and challenged in lessons 

 Develop skills, techniques and strategies in a range of topics 

 Understand the importance of been physically active and the related health benefits 

 Select and use skills, tactics and compositional ideas effectively 

 Develop their physical strength, stamina, speed and flexibility to cope with the demands of different 

activities  

 Develop their resilience and mental determination to succeed 

 Understand what needs to be achieved, critically evaluate and finding ways to improve. 

 Boys Girls 

Block 1 
Games - football, bench ball, rugby and netball 
Fitness activities – circuit training and fitness suite 

Block 2 Football / rugby Netball 

Block 3 Basketball Hockey / football 

Block 4 
Striking and fielding activities (rounders, 
cricket and softball) / athletics 

Striking and fielding activities (rounders, 
cricket and softball) / athletics 

Theoretical concepts - At Priesthorpe we also teach some theoretical concepts within the practical 

lessons. It is important our learners begin to develop a wider appreciation of Physical Education; in Year 7 

students will start to develop an understanding of; major muscle groups, the importance of warm up, stages 

of warm up and different components of fitness. 

How you can help 

Support your child in having the correct PE kit for every lesson. If there are occasions it is necessary for 

your child to be excused please ensure they still bring PE kit as they will be encouraged to engage in 

another capacity such as official. 

Encourage your child to become involved in extra-curricular activities and competition. The PE department 

offers a wide range of activities that students can access on a competitive or more recreational basis. Year 

7 extra-curricular activities would include; 

• Football    • Rugby    • Netball 

• Dance   • Athletics               • Fitness 

• Cricket   • Rounders               • Trampolining  

At Priesthorpe students will also be encouraged to take part in ‘House Sports’ throughout the year as well a 

whole school ‘Sports Day’ in the summer term. 

Useful Links and Apps 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sport England – www.sportengland.org  

Teach PE – www.teachpe.com  (physical education and sports coaching, 

anatomy, physiology, sports psychology, soccer drills and more) 

Pudsey and Bramley athletics club www.pudseybramley.com  

Calverley juniors football  www.cujfc.org.uk  

Farsley Celtic football www.farsleyceltic.com  

http://www.sportengland.org/
http://www.teachpe.com/
http://www.pudseybramley.com/
http://www.cujfc.org.uk/
http://www.farsleyceltic.com/


 

 

Religious Studies 
 

Course Overview – Year 7 

In addition to their weekly curriculum RS lessons, students are encouraged to engage with news 

programmes and activities, watch relevant documentaries and apply a critical eye to everyday life.  

 

How you can help 

 

General points to improve understanding of issues in Religious Studies: 

 

 Talk about news and current affairs as a family. 

 Encourage engagement in political debate. 

 Speak to people of different beliefs and ideas in the local community. 

 Share experiences of family life, education, childhood and upbringing, life in different times and 

places. 

 Visit other places and talk to people from different communities and cultures. 

 Talk about change over time in society. 

 Be opinionated but open minded, be fearless in discussing difficult ethical issues. 

 Encourage researching further and deeper anything that grabs attention and interest. Where there is 

a ‘don’t know’ find ways to find out more. 

 Develop understanding that the media offers only versions of truth and everything is open to 

scrutiny. 

 Develop understanding that different faiths will offer different version of the truth. 

 Discuss ultimate and philosophical questions e.g. Does God exist? Is there life after death? 

 Exploring what different sources of wisdom and authority might mean. 

 

 Know the meaning of the following words and use them to talk about issues and current affairs. 
Creation Evolution 

Big Bang Theory Dominion 

Stewardship Sanctity of Life 

Tawhid Khalifah 

Morality Ethics 

Resurrection Reincarnation 

 

Useful Links and Apps 

 

 

Through studying the units of work below, all students will develop the interrelated skills of analysis, 

evaluation and application of key concepts to contemporary society. 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 

Ultimate questions and world 

views 

World Faiths Why are we here? 



 

 

 

Science 
 

Course Overview – Year 7 

 

Pupils in Year 7 follow the AQA Science Scheme of Learning. 

All pupils will undertake nine units where practical and investigative skills are integrated into each unit. On 

starting their science studies at Priesthorpe pupils will begin with an introductory unit based around safety 

in the lab and scientific/practical skills after which pupils will sit a baseline test.  

The year is split into the following topic areas. 

 

Work will be formatively assessed through required practical work as well as 3 formal assessment points 

one of which is the end of year exam. In both cases feedback is provided to allow pupils to improve. We will 

use these to track progress and identify gaps. Time is also given for revision, catch up and reflection. Pupils 

will be given verbal feedback during lessons and use of live marking to allow instant feedback and progress 

to take place.  

Pupils will be set 1 home learning project every half term. Each project is an extended piece of work which 

is the only home learning requirement for the half term.. We expect this to take at least three hours of 

research and write up. The owners of the best projects will be considered for special prizes, eg a visit to the 

space dome in science week. 

How you can help 

 Encourage an interest in science matters via books (other than text books), newspaper articles and 

TV programmes (eg Plant earth, wildlife on one, www.bbc.co.uk/science etc) 

 Encourage your child to use explanations that involve real science  

 Ask questions about the world around us eg why are leaves green? What is the ozone layer? And 

encourage your child to search for some kind of answer 

 Try and get your child to make detailed and accurate observations of events around them 

 Encourage the use of evidence not just opinion eg global warming is occurring as data shows global 

temperatures have risen by 10C since 1950.   

 

 

Useful Links and Apps 

KS3 BBC Bitesize http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/levels/z4kw2hv 

A range of activities, games and links to a variety of different science topics. 

Sciber Monkey www.scibermonkey.org 

Website links relating to Key stage 3 organised by topic 

Doc Browns Chemistry www.docbrown.info 

Study notes and revision quizzes for chemistry revision of any science course 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/levels/z4kw2hv
http://www.scibermonkey.org/
http://www.docbrown.info/


 

 

 

Technology 
 

Course Overview – Year 7 

 

Students study Key Stage 3 Design Technology as part of a carousel system, alongside Art and Computer 

Science. This means that they will study each project in an intensive half-termly block. 

Main Project 1 – Gadget Tidy Project. Students will explore the Design Cycle within an iterative design 

process, by investigating, prototyping and testing a series of nets to produce a phone stand and earphone 

wrap. They will conduct a thorough investigation in to available products and analyse these in detail to 

inform their own design solutions. Students will be expected to plan the production of their products and will 

work on how to present design ideas effectively and to industry standards. 

Main Project 2 – Cultural Cushions Project. Students will undertake a textile-based project, developing a 

range of pattern making and surface transfer techniques. They will explore cultural and geographical 

influences to design their product, taking it from initial concept to a commercially viable end result.  

Main Project 3 – Food and Nutrition. Pupils will build on learning in KS2 Design and Technology. 

Knowledge and skills include: Use of basic equipment and tools, basic practical skills, origin and simple 

functions of ingredients, healthy eating and The Eatwell Guide, food choice. Pupils will learn where food 

comes from, how to cook a range of dishes safely and hygienically and to apply their knowledge of healthy 

eating. Pupils will have the opportunity to work through the following contexts:  

 Domestic and local (home and health);  

 Industrial (food and agriculture). 

 

Home Learning Projects 

 

Home learning is set in project format within Design Technology. Students are set projects to complete, 

whereby they must manage their own time and resources to ensure the project is completed by the 

deadline set. These projects are designed to stretch and challenge students into looking at how Design and 

Technology influences our everyday world. 

Extra-Curricular Opportunities  

 

 • Rotary Technology Tournament – Annual event. Students selected from those who show an effort above 

and beyond that which is expected. 

 • Various Technology clubs will run throughout the year, including workshop activities and cooking. 

 


