
A-Level Geography Summer Pack  Insert school name here 

A LEVEL GEOGRAPHY 
HOLIDAY HOMEWORK PACK 

 

 
In preparation for you starting the A-Level Geography course in September, it is worth 

getting a step ahead over the summer holidays. Complete at least 5 tasks from the pack 
and have these ready to hand in on our first lesson back. The choice is up to you, but it 
would be a good use of time to go through topics that we will be studying – see below. 

 
We have chosen to study the AQA scheme of work, and so it may be a good idea to print off 

the specification and familiarise yourself with what we will be studying. This can be found 
at http://aqa.org.uk/7037. The modules that we will be studying will be: 

 
 Water and Carbon Cycles 

 Coastal Systems and Landscapes 
 Hazards 

Global Systems and Global Governance 
 Changing Places 

 Contemporary Urban Environments 
 

 
As part of the A-Level, you will also be carrying out a fieldwork investigation called an NEA 
(non-examined assessment), however this will not be started until the end of the first year 

of the course so don’t worry about this for now! 
 
 

 
You may also wish to purchase a revision guide. The two revision 
guides which we recommend are CGP A Level Geography (978-1-

78294-648-9) or Hodder Education AQA A-level Geography for 
A-level and AS (Fourth edition) (978-1-4718-5869-7). 

 
 

Have a good summer, and if you have any questions, don’t hesitate to email me. 
Remember that whilst this work is important, you need to use the summer holiday to relax 

and you shouldn’t spend all holiday doing work! 
 
 

 

http://aqa.org.uk/7037
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TASK 1: Coastal landscapes 
 

 
Part 1: Key terms revision 
 
For each of the following words, create a 
key terms page, flashcards, or a Quizlet file 
with definitions.  
 
High-energy coastline, low energy coastline, 
solution, suspension, salination, traction, 
longshore drift, mass movement, rias, fjords, Dalmatian coastlines, ICZM, SMPs. 
 
Part 2: 
 
Research the formation of a spit, and with the aid of diagrams, explain how one is formed.  
 
Part 3:  
 
Watch and take notes on the following videos. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=boKd_Pb2HUA 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kyzJgaUX6cM 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VbiRNT_gWUQ 
 
Part 4:  
 
Read the following article 
 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/jun/17/sea-level-rise-impact-us-coastal-
homes-study-climate-change 
 
Part 5: 
 
Using a coastline in the UK of your choice, answer the following 9 mark question. You 
should aim to write for about 12 minutes after researching the topic and should write ¾ of 
an A4 page.  
 
‘Humans to blame for damage caused to the coastline’ 
To what extent do you agree with the above statement? Use a case study example. 
Justify your response.  

9 marks 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=boKd_Pb2HUA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kyzJgaUX6cM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VbiRNT_gWUQ
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/jun/17/sea-level-rise-impact-us-coastal-homes-study-climate-change
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/jun/17/sea-level-rise-impact-us-coastal-homes-study-climate-change
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TASK 2: Systems framework 
(Water and Carbon Cycles) 
 

 
Part 1: Key terms revision 
 
For each of the following words, create a 
key terms page, flashcards, or a Quizlet 
file with definitions.   
 
Positive feedback, negative feedback, 
inputs, outputs, stores, flows, boundaries, dynamic 
equilibrium.  
 
Part 2a: 
 
Research the differences between open and closed systems. 
 
Part 2b: 
 
Research the difference between positive and negative feedback.  
 
Part 3:  
 
Watch and take notes on the following video. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=inVZoI1AkC8 
 
 
Part 4:  
 
Read the following article and watch the video on the webpage. 
 
https://www.earthonlinemedia.com/ebooks/tpe_3e/essentials/models.html 
 
Part 5: 
 
Complete the following 4-marker exam question. 
 
State two inputs and two outputs of the water or carbon cycles. 
 
INPUT =  
INPUT =  
OUTPUT =  
OUTPUT =  
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=inVZoI1AkC8
https://www.earthonlinemedia.com/ebooks/tpe_3e/essentials/models.html
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TASK 3: Water cycles 
 

 
Part 1: Key terms revision 
 
For each of the following words, create a key 
terms page, flashcards, or a Quizlet file with 
definitions.  
 
Salinity, freshwater, spatial, temporal, water 
vapour, topography, convection, cryosphere, 
abstraction,  
 
Part 2: 
 
Research how water is stored on planet Earth! Where is it stored? In what quantities? You 
may wish to search for some pie charts to show this! 
 
 
Part 3:  
 
Watch and take notes on the following videos. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oaDkph9yQBs 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b6CPsGanO_U 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pz6AQXQGupQ 
 
Part 4:  
 
Read the following GeoFile. Answer the questions at the bottom of the page.  
 
http://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/Edexcel/5-
Water-Cycle-and-Insecurity/Groundwater.pdf 
 
Focus Questions 
1. Why are groundwater reserves important? 
2. With the use of examples, explain how human activity affects groundwater. 
3. In what ways can groundwater be managed sustainably? 
 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oaDkph9yQBs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b6CPsGanO_U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Pz6AQXQGupQ
http://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/Edexcel/5-Water-Cycle-and-Insecurity/Groundwater.pdf
http://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/Edexcel/5-Water-Cycle-and-Insecurity/Groundwater.pdf
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TASK 4: Carbon Cycles 
 

 
Part 1: Key terms revision 
 
For each of the following words, create a key 
terms page, flashcards, or a Quizlet file with 
definitions.  
 
Sedimentary rocks, Fossil Fuel, Lithosphere, 
Photosynthesis, Combustion, Sequestration,  
Part 2: 
 
Research 10 facts about carbon in the Amazon Rainforest! 
 
1 
 
2 
 
3 
 
4 
 
5 
 
 
Part 3:  
 
Watch and take notes on the following videos. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HK8LLWSIIm4 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sTvqIijqvTg 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G4H1N_yXBiA 
 
Part 4:  
 
Read the following GeoFile. Then, summarise the article in either a poster, or bullet point 
list.   
 
https://www.thegeographeronline.net/uploads/2/6/6/2/26629356/global_warming_fact_fic
tion_and_myth.pdf 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HK8LLWSIIm4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sTvqIijqvTg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G4H1N_yXBiA
https://www.thegeographeronline.net/uploads/2/6/6/2/26629356/global_warming_fact_fiction_and_myth.pdf
https://www.thegeographeronline.net/uploads/2/6/6/2/26629356/global_warming_fact_fiction_and_myth.pdf
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TASK 5: Hot Desert Systems 
 

 
Part 1: Key terms revision 
 
For each of the following words, create a key 
terms page, flashcards, or a Quizlet file with 
definitions.  
 
Insolation, evaporation, weathering, erosion, 
transportation, deposition, mobile sediment 
 
Part 2: 
 
Make a bullet-point list cacti adaptations and explain how each can help it to survive in a 
tough desert landscape.   
 
Part 3:  
 
Watch and take notes on the following videos. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zwXeySEmVIE 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2QdlF6Ld1oc 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P-qoE13eK9E 
 
Part 4:  
 
Read the following article 
 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2014/sep/28/climate-change-has-arrived-
global-warming-icecaps-deserts 
 
Part 5: 
 
Watch the following clip. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DQoaZK2WFY4 
 
Then, make a list of possible social and economic impacts of desertification in Spain.  
 

SOCIAL ECONOMIC 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zwXeySEmVIE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2QdlF6Ld1oc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P-qoE13eK9E
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2014/sep/28/climate-change-has-arrived-global-warming-icecaps-deserts
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2014/sep/28/climate-change-has-arrived-global-warming-icecaps-deserts
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DQoaZK2WFY4
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TASK 6: Glacial systems 
 
Part 1: Key terms revision 
 
For each of the following words, create a key 
terms page, flashcards, or a Quizlet file with 
definitions.  
 
Periglacial, isotherm, Pleistocene, Glacial 
Budget, ablation, accumulation, basal sliding, 
Corries, Moraines, Till Plains, Meltwater, 
Permafrost.  
 
Part 2: 
 
Read and highlight  the following Geofile article.  
http://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-
level/Notes/WJEC/Glaciated-Landscapes/Glacial%20Erosion.pdf 
 
 
Part 3:  
 
Watch and take notes on the following videos. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=loI584OFVpE 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RnlPrdMoQ1Y 
 
Part 4:  
 
Read the following article 
 
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/earth/environment/archaeology/12050476/Stonehenge-
was-moved-by-glaciers-not-our-prehistoric-ancestors.html 
 
Part 5: 
 
Research a glacier/glacial landscape of your choice! Make a revision aid of no more than an 
A4 page. Try and find: 
 

 Location of the glacier 

 The size of the glacier 

 Any features of the glacial landscape 

 A map with a scale for the glacier 
 

 

http://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/WJEC/Glaciated-Landscapes/Glacial%20Erosion.pdf
http://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/WJEC/Glaciated-Landscapes/Glacial%20Erosion.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=loI584OFVpE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RnlPrdMoQ1Y
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/earth/environment/archaeology/12050476/Stonehenge-was-moved-by-glaciers-not-our-prehistoric-ancestors.html
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/earth/environment/archaeology/12050476/Stonehenge-was-moved-by-glaciers-not-our-prehistoric-ancestors.html
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TASK 7: Plate tectonics 
 

 
Part 1: Key terms revision 
 
For each of the following words, create a 
key terms page, flashcards, or a Quizlet file 
with definitions.  
 
Mantle, Crust, Lithosphere, Inner Core, 
Outer Core, Convection current, slab pull, ridge push.  
 
Part 2: 

a. Explain briefly the difference between continental and oceanic crust. 
b. What is the temperature of the inner core? 
c. Using a map of plate tectonics for the world, identify 5 countries which you think 

would be at risk of tectonic hazards. 
 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Plates_tect2_en.svg 
 

d. What is the Earth’s main source of internal energy? 
 
Part 3:  
Draw a diagram for each of the following plate margins: 

 Divergent 
 

 Convergent 
 

 Transform 
 
Part 4:  
 
Watch and take notes on the following videos. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Ugwf6IaE_k 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z9Hr7V1S0pI 
 
 
Part 5:  
 
Read the following article. 
 
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/critical-opalescence/what-happens-to-google-maps-
when-tectonic-plates-move/ 
 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Plates_tect2_en.svg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Ugwf6IaE_k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z9Hr7V1S0pI
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/critical-opalescence/what-happens-to-google-maps-when-tectonic-plates-move/
https://blogs.scientificamerican.com/critical-opalescence/what-happens-to-google-maps-when-tectonic-plates-move/
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TASK 8: Tropical storms 
 

 
Part 1: Key terms revision 
 
For each of the following words, create a key 
terms page, flashcards, or a Quizlet file with 
definitions.  
 
Mitigation, storm surge, distribution, 
retrofitted, preparedness, protection, insurance, fatality, infrastructure, landslide, 
flooding. 
 
Part 2: 

a. At what temperature do tropical storms form? 
b. What are the 5 most powerful tropical storms in recent history? 
c. Apart from temperature, give two other two factors influence the magnitude of a 

tropical storm? 
d. What is the name of the effect that results in the Earth spinning and therefore the 

formation of tropical storms? 
 
Part 3:  
 
Draw a step by step diagram of the formation of a tropical storm. Include key ideas such as 
temperature, speed, categories etc.  
 
Part 4:  
 
Watch and take notes on the following videos. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4xI1cqyUf74 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T66WVhW12lw 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OwSaHc0X2KA 
 
 
Part 5:  
 
Read the following article. 
 
http://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-
level/Notes/AQA/Hazards/Hurricane%20Katrina.pdf 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4xI1cqyUf74
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T66WVhW12lw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OwSaHc0X2KA
http://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Hazards/Hurricane%20Katrina.pdf
http://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Hazards/Hurricane%20Katrina.pdf
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TASK 9:  Ecosystems under stress 
 

 
Part 1: Key terms revision 
 
For each of the following words, create a key 
terms page, flashcards, or a Quizlet file with 
definitions.  
 
Biodiversity, biomass, biome, climatic climax, 
ecosystem, fauna, flora, food chain, food web, 
sere, succession, trophic level. 
 
Part 2: 
 
Research and construct a diagram for a food chain of your choice.  
 
Part 3:  
 
Watch and take notes on the following videos. 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-oVavgmveyY 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aYmdrJWLQ4Y 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bk-4Qeh-NNU 
 
Part 4:  
 
Read the following article  
 
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/mar/13/krill-fishing-poses-serious-threat-
to-antarctic-ecosystem-report-warns 
 
 
Part 5:  
 
Read and make notes on the following article.  
 
https://www.s-cool.co.uk/a-level/geography/ecosystems/revise-it/ecosystem-processes 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-oVavgmveyY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aYmdrJWLQ4Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bk-4Qeh-NNU
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/mar/13/krill-fishing-poses-serious-threat-to-antarctic-ecosystem-report-warns
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/mar/13/krill-fishing-poses-serious-threat-to-antarctic-ecosystem-report-warns
https://www.s-cool.co.uk/a-level/geography/ecosystems/revise-it/ecosystem-processes
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TASK 10: TNCs and industry 
 

 
Part 1: Key terms revision 
 
For each of the following words, create a key 
terms page, flashcards, or a Quizlet file with 
definitions.  
 
Capital, labour, repatriation of profits, Aid, 
Remittance payments, Diaspora, BRIC, 
Leakages, MINT, Enterprise, Containerisation.  
 
Part 2: 
 
Research a TNC, or trans-national corporation, of your choice and produce a mini-case 
study. This could be any business operating over a series of international markets. For this 
business, you could include financial information such as profits, where the company 
operates and any ethical problems as a result of being trans-nati0nal.  
 
 

TASK 11: Global commons 
 

 
Part 1: Questions 
 

 What is meant by the term global 
common? 

  
Give 3 examples of a global common 

 
 What is the ‘tragedy of the 

commons’? 
 
Part 2: 
 
Watch the following video: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=07PYCbcMgio 
 
Part 3: 
 
Research into the ownership of Antarctica and the Southern Ocean. Who owns it? Which 
countries have a stake? What are the main threats to Antarctica? Produce a short revision 
document about the ownership and threats to Antarctica. 
 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=07PYCbcMgio
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TASK 12: Changing places 
 

 
Part 1: Key terms revision 
 
For each of the following words, create a key 
terms page, flashcards, or a Quizlet file with 
definitions.  
 
Quantitative data, qualitative data, media, 
representation, ‘augmented place’, locale, location 
 
Part 2:  
 
Look at the following online software for an area of your choice. Analyse the different 
statistics and compare this with another place of your choice. Produce a brief report for the 
two areas of study. You could choose to focus your report on a specific statistic e.g. 
housing, or you could decide to look at more than one factor.  
 
http://datashine.org.uk/ 
 
 

TASK 13: Urban environments 
 
Part 1: Questions 
 

 Define the following –  
o Urban forms 
o CBD 
o Fortress landscape 
o Gentrification 

 
Part 2: 
 
Watch the following videos and take notes 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j7fRIGphgtk 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j7fRIGphgtk 
 
Part 3: 
What is the heat island effect? Why is it a matter of concern? 
 
Part 4: 
Read the following article and make notes: 
 
http://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-
level/Notes/AQA/Contemporary-Urban-Environments/Megacities.pdf 

http://datashine.org.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j7fRIGphgtk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=j7fRIGphgtk
http://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Contemporary-Urban-Environments/Megacities.pdf
http://pmt.physicsandmathstutor.com/download/Geography/A-level/Notes/AQA/Contemporary-Urban-Environments/Megacities.pdf
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TASK 14 : Population and the 
environment 
 

 
Part 1: Key terms revision 
 
For each of the following words, create a 
key terms page, flashcards, or a Quizlet 
file with definitions.   
 
Climate, water, density, distribution, 
agricultural productivity, agriculture, climate, 
food security, salinization, topography, health, morbidity, mortality 
 
Part 2a: 
 
What is the difference between a communicable and non-communicable disease? 
 
Part 2b: 
 
Research one communicable disease and make a fact file. Include key facts such as number 
of deaths and countries prevalent for example.  
 
Part 3: 
 
Watch the following videos and make short notes: 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wZAjVQWbMlE 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QsBT5EQt348 
 
 

TASK 15: Resource security.  
 

Make a series of posters outlining the 
following types of energy production. You 
should include information about how the 
method of energy production works, 
including the share of the UK energy 
sector. 
 
Wind energy, HEP, Solar Power, Fossil 
Fuel, Nuclear.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wZAjVQWbMlE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QsBT5EQt348

