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  14TH JUNE 2019                                                                       EDITION 67 
 

Priesthorpe Lane, Pudsey, Leeds, LS28 5SG 

www.priesthorpe.org  @cooppriesthorpe T: 0113 2574115 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

We're looking for Parent Governors to join our local governing body. 

If you think you've got something to offer the academy then we'd 

love for you to put yourself forward for election. You can find out 

more about the role and how to apply 

at www.coopacademies.co.uk/parentgovernor 

We would particularly welcome applications from members of our 

Asian community.  

Governors play a key role in driving forward the strategic direction 

of schools and help quality assure the work of middle and senior 

leaders. It is an exciting and rewarding role. 

If you would like to find out any information in addition to that 

provided via the hyperlink above, I'd be delighted to meet with you 

in person.  

Have a great weekend. 

 

   

Mr Martin Blacoe, Principal. 

 

 
Monday 17th June 

Y9 Trial Exams begin 

Friday 21st June 

Y11 Leavers Assembly 

(12 o clock – 1pm) 

Monday 24th June 

Y10 Trial Exams begin 

Y8 Residential (Group 1) 

Thursday 27th June 

Y11 Prom – Cedar Court 

7pm – 11.30pm 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.priesthorpe.org/
http://www.coopacademies.co.uk/parentgovernor


 

   

  Page 2 of 6 
   

 

Key Date Information 2019/2020 

2019/20 Term Dates 

Half Term 1: Monday 2nd September 2019 - Friday 25th October 2019 

Half Term 2: Monday 4th November 2019 - Friday 20 December 2019 

Half Term 3: Monday 6th January 2020 - Friday 14th February 2020 

Half Term 4: Monday 24th February 2020 - Friday 3rd April 2020 

Half Term 5: Monday 20th April 2020 - Friday 22nd May 2020 

Half Term 6: Monday 1st June 2020 - Friday 17th July 2020 

 

2019/20 Training Days 

Monday 2nd September 2019 

Friday 25th October 2019 

Friday 22nd November 2019 

Monday 25th November 2019 

Monday 6th January 2020 

 

Following the announcement last Saturday that the date of next 

year’s early May Bank Holiday is to move to mark the 75th 

anniversary of VE Day on the day itself, it is highly likely the academy 

will be open on Monday 4 May and closed on Friday 8 May: please 

bear this in mind when booking weekends away in May 2020. We 

will confirm the date as soon as we have official notification from 

the DfE. 

 

 

 

Attendance Matters 
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Read, Debate & Vote 

The results are in!  

 

 

Over the next couple of weeks students will discuss the 

question below in their coaching sessions. These controversial 

and topical questions have created some excellent 

discussions so far and are helping students build their 

confidence and show them how to successfully structure a 

debate/opinion and how best to get their point across to their 

peers.  

 

Should the UK voting age be raised, lowered, or stay the 

same? 

 

Please click the link below to read more information 

regarding the UK voting age. 

 

 https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-46737013  

Science in the News 

Artificial life form given 

'synthetic DNA' 

UK scientists have 

created an artificial 

version of the stomach 

bug E. coli that is based 

on an entirely synthetic 

form of DNA. 

At the same time, Syn61 as 

they are calling it, has had 

its genetic code 

significantly redesigned. It's 

been done in a manner 

that will pave the way for 

designer bacteria that 

could manufacture new 

catalysts, drugs, proteins 

and materials. 

Syn61's 4 million genetic 

letters make this the largest 

entire genome to be 

synthesised from scratch. 

The new genome has also 

been recoded, as a first 

step allowing the synthetic 

biologists to incorporate 

components into 

biomolecules that do not 

exist in nature. Re genome 

to be synthesised from 

scratch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-politics-46737013
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Y11 Prom 2019 

 
It is nearly time for our Y11 Prom! Please see the main details 

below.  This is an event which is always enjoyed by both students 

and staff, if you have any questions on the lead up to Prom please 

ask Mr Button or Mr Bryan for further details. 

Mr Bryan, our KS4 Leader said; “It’s that time of year again when 

Y11 are getting very excited about their Prom, as are many of our 

staff. This is a fantastic way to catch up with our Y11 students at the 

end of their stressful exams and say a fond farewell to many of 

them.” 

 
 

ParentPay Update 
          

Thank you for your continued patience and support during our 

move to a new catering payment system.  Due to some minor 

issues during the installation process, the planned go-live date has 

been delayed slightly to Tuesday 18th June.  On this date, the 

system should be able to connect to Parentpay and accounts will 

be updated to give accurate balances.  As previously 

communicated, parents will then be given one week to settle all 

outstanding balances but accounts must have a positive balance 

by Tuesday 25th June or pupils will be unable to purchase food 

from the canteen. Until this date, pupils will not be refused a 

dinner. 

               

 

Science in the News 

continued 

 

The focus is very much 

on what the 

opportunities will do for 

science, talking of 

alternative proteins that 

will spy on the inner 

workings of cells, or help 

pharmaceuticals 

companies build better 

drugs. But the possibilities 

are endless.  

 

Tom Ellis speculates on 

the idea of connecting 

molecular hooks onto 

proteins that would allow 

them to click together to 

make vast molecular 

networks in smart 

materials. 
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Important Notice – Changes to our Engagement in 

Learning Policy and Code Collection 

 
Engagement in Learning Policy 

 

After feedback from staff and students, focused on 

engagement in learning around the academy, we have 

decided, collectively, to make revisions to our engagement in 

learning policy. 

 

We will be trialling this over the final half term of the current 

academic year. During this period, we will be gathering 

feedback from stakeholders across the school to enable us to 

fine tune and then implement an agreed revised policy in 

September. 

 

Key elements to note are as follows 

 

Priesthorpe Pathways 

C1 – Verbal Warning 

C2 – Engagement in Learning Code (EIL) 

C3 – Faculty Referral – 30 minute faculty detention given 

C4 – Whole School Referral – 60 minute detention given. 

 

Codes 

Defiance – 60 minute detention 

Engagement in Learning – 3 Codes = 60 minute detention 

Equipment – 3 Codes = 30 minute detention 

Community Conduct (previously known as Anti-Social 

Behaviour) – 60 minute detention 

Detentions 

Academy Leadership Team detention - 90 minute detention 

on a Monday evening. 

 

Thank you for your continued support in reinforcing key 

expectations with your child/children to ensure we have a 

consistently purposeful and engaging learning environment. 
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Schools Yorkshire Tour 2019 

 
A number of our students took part in this year’s Schools Yorkshire 

Tour yesterday. Children and young people from 160 schools across 

Yorkshire are taking part in a cycling relay, which will see a baton 

travel 400 miles throughout Yorkshire. The event aims to encourage 

more young people to take up cycling, by promoting cycling as a 

fun way to travel to school and to promote an active lifestyle, whilst 

improving air quality and reducing congestion outside schools. Our 

students received the Baton yesterday it was handed over by 

Pudsey St Joseph’s School. Our Y7 students cycled to Fagley Primary 

School and the Baton was passed to them where it will continue on 

its journey. We were lucky the rain held off for the majority of our 

students bike ride. They did extremely well and represented our 

school brilliantly. A big thank you to all that took part and for Mrs 

Carlton for organising the event. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


