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Monday 11th March
Dear Parents/Carers,

Y11 Trial Exams begin

Careers Week has been a focal point for the Academy over the last
5 days. A variety of activities have taken place within and beyond
the classroom, the most significant of which was our annual Careers
Fair, which took place yesterday in the Main Hall. Upwards of 20
local, regional and national businesses and further education
institutions were on hand to offer expert advice to students across
the Academy about a variety of routes and opportunities which
lead into the world of work or further study.

Tuesday 26th March

Careers education plays a significant role at Priesthorpe and is
underpinned by a commitment to ensure that a minimum of 95% of
our Year 10 and 12 students take part in a week-long Work
Experience placement or Work Related Learning programme.
On a final note, I am delighted that today, on International
Women's Day, a party of 15 staff and students are visiting the Coop's Headquarters in Manchester to listen to key speakers and
attend workshops focused on the theme of 'Balance for Better'. I'm
sure this will offer much food for thought, which can be discussed
further back at the Academy over the coming weeks.

House Competitions 4
2.30pm – 3.30pm
Friday 29th March
School Closes at 3pm
Monday 15th April
School Opens – 8am
Thursday 18th April
School Closes – 3pm
(For Bank Holiday – Good
Friday)
Tuesday 23rd April
School Opens – 8am

Have a great weekend.

Mr Martin Blacoe, Principal.
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Everybody Reading in Class
Can you guess which staff member is enjoying
reading their book?

Attendance Matters

This weeks recommended read – Ms Martin
I Capture the Castle is the first novel by the British author Dodie
Smith, written during the Second World War when she and her
husband Alec Beesley (also British and a conscientious
objector) were living in California. She longed for home and
wrote of a happier time, unspecified in the novel apart from a
reference to living in the 1930s.
The novel relates the adventures of an eccentric family, the
Mortmains, struggling to live in genteel poverty in a decaying
castle during the 1930s. The first person narrator is Cassandra
Mortmain, an intelligent teenager who tells the story through
her journal.
I loved this book because I love the idea of living in a castle
and floating around all day in a vintage ball gown!

Y7 – 96%
Y8 – 95.3%
Y9 – 94.4%
Y10 -95.6%
Y11 – 93.6%

Overall School
Attendance
Last week’s reader was …

95%

Mr Benson from our English
Department!
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Careers Fair 2019

Next Friday we will be
having a non-uniform
day for students to raise
money for Red Nose Day!

This week has been Careers week. Coaching sessions have
focused on the topic of future careers and apprenticeship
options.
Thursday was our Careers Fair. We had a number of organisations
and companies visit our school. This gave our students the
opportunity to ask questions and consider options they may not
have already thought of when it came to life after Priesthorpe.

Students can attend
school in appropriate
non uniform in exchange
for a £1 donation for Red
Nose Day.
During break and lunch
times there will be
numerous fundraising
events taking place. This
will include Mr. Bradshaw
having his legs waxed,
good luck sir! There will
also be a football target
competition and a
number of cake/sweet
stalls.
It is set to be a fun filled
day and hopefully we will
raise lots of money for this
great cause!
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Charity Bake Sale

A big well done to Ms Smiths Y7 Coaching group. They
recently held a bake sale and sold some delicious treats. They
have managed to raise £71 in just one break time! They are
donating their takings to Cancer Research.

European Netball Championships!

Y9 Parents Evening
We held our Y9 Parents
Evening this week.

We had an amazing
76%
of Y9 parents attend.
They met and discussed
their children’s progress
with teachers and
support staff.

Congratulations to Molly Y8 who was a ball girl at the u17
European netball championships yesterday. A fantastic
achievement, well done.

Cross Country Reminder
It is the last cross-country race of the
season tomorrow. Meet on the field at
Middleton Park. Mrs. Newsome will be
wearing her usual bobble hat so you can
spot her! Good luck to all involved.

Mr. Button, Assistant Key
Stage 4 Leader said;
“Overall the evening
was extremely positive
and shows how
important constant
communication with
parents/carers is to help
our students reach their
full potential and
develop their skills.”
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Y7 & Y8 Cycling Project Week
Lucky Winners!
To celebrate our new
Cycle Storage Unit
opening, 5 lucky
students who came to
school on their bikes
were chosen at random.

This week all of our Y7 & Y8 students were involved in a brilliant
cycling challenge. This involved each student taking part in a
number of cycling challenges. This week we also officially opened
our new cycle storage unit. Thank you to Leeds City Council for
attending and cutting the ribbon for our new cycle hut. A huge
thank you to Becycling for facilitating the week’s events. Our
students had a fantastic time.

Each student chosen
has won a £10
Love2shop voucher,
these will be given out
next week.
Well done to our Y7 & Y8
students for a fantastic
week, even though the
weather was not on our
side they all behaved
and represented
Priesthorpe fantastically.
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Our Post 16 – Enrichment Programme
Learning Sign Language

Parentpay
Reminder
Please can we ask
that parents/carers
regularly check their
child’s ParentPay
accounts to ensure
they stay in credit.

Post-16 students have been taking
part in sign language classes run by
an external tutor, learning the basic
communication skills of BSL. They
have so far covered the alphabet,
introducing themselves, animals
and colours. They have also been
joined by a number of staff
members who are keen to learn
more skills and all are enjoying the
challenge of something new.

Cooking Classes
Post-16 students have been taking part in
cooking skills sessions as part of their
enrichment programme. This is designed to
help them cook healthy meals on a budget
and to prepare them for life at university
and beyond. This week the students made
spaghetti bolognese and next week they will
be making home-made pizza (including the
dough!)

We have had many
children falling
behind with their
payments and
ending up in
arrears.
If you require
login/password
details please
contact the school
office and speak
with Mrs Weldon.
Thank you.
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Fairtrade Attendance Breakfast!
We had a fabulous turnout to our 100% Attendance Fairtrade
breakfast! 281 of our Y7, Y8 & Y9 students were invited to attend!
Thank you to the staff from the Co-op Farsley store along with other
local branches who came and helped serve the breakfast treats.

Can you guess the
Character or Text?

World Book Day
Our English department celebrated World Book Day in lessons and
with an extra special competition. This involved guessing the book
character or text placed on the doors of the English classrooms.
They received an overwhelming response and were delighted to
give the £10 prize to Nathan in Y8, who was thrilled to have won.
Well done to Nathan and everyone
who entered the competition!
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