
 

 

Final key information for September reopening 
 

Dear Parents/Carers 
 
It is now over five months since the country initially went into lockdown as a result of the coronavirus pandemic. 
Much has happened since then, with individuals, families and whole communities having to deal with many, 
often unique challenges. One of the most significant was how students had to change the way in which they 
learned. Priesthorpe students and their families adapted incredibly well during this period of uncertainty, working 
hard to embrace on-line and remote learning. This is no substitute, however, for the daily experience of learning 
in school, with teachers, in a classroom environment.  
 
Next Monday marks the beginning of a new academic year, and, more importantly, the beginning of the 
welcoming back to school of our entire student body. Put simply, we are absolutely thrilled that we will, once 
again, see our staff and student community back together, as one.   
 
Much has been happening over the summer holidays to make sure we are in a position to open safely for 
everyone. I will now take you through some of the steps we have taken to enable this to happen.  
 
Learning Zones 
Each year group in the academy will be based in a ‘Zone’ within the academy, so that students do not come into 
contact with other year groups in the building during the school day. They will be in a different zone each day, to 
allow access to specialist classrooms. We have erected signs at the top of our Main Drive and close to our 
Rockwoods entrance, which tell students which zone they are in each day. Each zone will be thoroughly cleaned 
on a daily basis by our cleaning staff, who, since lockdown began in March, have worked tirelessly to enable us 
to maintain excellent standards of hygiene across school.  
 
School Day / Student Timetables 
I shared with you before the summer break the revised timings for the school day for each year group, from 
September. These are displayed on the next page. No more than two year groups will begin and end their 
school day at the same time. We will also be having staggered lunchtimes and breaktimes. These arrangements 
are designed to maximise our ability to maintain appropriate social distancing. Weather permitting, students will 
be based in the outdoor social spaces at break and lunchtime. Please ensure your child is well prepared with 
appropriate outdoor clothing. 
 
Week 1 
Our focus for Week 1 of the new academic year is student wellbeing. For over 500 of our students, this will be 
the first time they have set foot in school since March. We believe that having the opportunity to spend time 
within their year group, familiarising themselves with our new zone layout, and having the chance to discuss 
their hopes for the year ahead as well as any anxieties they may have, is incredibly important. I will be meeting 
with staff on the afternoon of Friday 11 September, so that we can feedback, collectively, on the experiences of 
our first week with students, and discuss any ways in we can make final positive changes in readiness for the 
following week and the return of all students to a full timetable. The timings for Week 1 are below: 

 
 
 
 



 

 

         Week 1 (7/9/20 – 11/9/20) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Week 2 onwards (14/09/20) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Face coverings 
The decision to ask all students and staff to wear face coverings has been taken following detailed 
communication with the Co-op Academies Trust. In light of areas of Bradford currently being placed under local 
lockdown restrictions, this felt like the most sensible and proportionate response for us to take. Staff and 
students are now used to wearing face coverings in shops, for example, and it is important to stress that 
students will not be required to wear them when in a classroom, which represents the vast majority of the school 
day. We will continue to review our arrangements regularly and will inform you of any changes at the earliest 
opportunity. Please can I ask you to make sure that your child’s face covering is appropriate for a school 
environment, and that it covers both nose and mouth. If there is any reason, especially a medical one, why you 
believe it isn’t appropriate for your child to wear a face mask or covering then I would ask you to email Liam 
King, our Assistant Principal for Behaviour and Inclusion, via liam.king@coopacademies.co.uk. 
 

Catering 
We have had to change the way in which we cater for our students at lunchtime. It would be impossible for us to 
maintain safe social distancing if we were to offer our usual menu, delivered through our usual queuing system. 
Because of this, we will have a limited ‘grab bag’ packed lunch offer for students, which will need to be ordered 
in advance. Further details will be shared with students and parents during the first week back in school. Packed 
lunches will contain a hot food option or cold sandwich, dessert and a drink.  There will be no food available at 
breaktime, as this would not leave our catering staff enough time to clean all our dining furniture in time for 
lunch. All purchases must be paid for through Parent Pay. The ‘cash loader’ in school will not be in operation 
and cash will not be accepted by catering staff. If you do not have a Parent Pay account, please email 
finance.cap@coopacademies.co.uk 
Due to safety guidelines, we are not able to operate our water fountains. Can I, therefore, encourage your child 
to bring a full water bottle to school each day, to make sure they remain well hydrated.  
 

Travelling to and from school 
As per government guidance, we are encouraging students to walk or cycle to school whenever possible. If 
either or both are not possible, then we would encourage parents to transport their child by car. We appreciate 
that for a number of students, using public transport is their only viable option. We have only two dedicated 
school buses; the S57 and PC1. The routes and timetables for these buses can be found here. 
Students travelling by any other service bus will need to make sure they wear a face covering whilst on the bus. 
Every morning students will be able to enter their designated zone 10 minutes before their start time. Wherever 
possible, we would ask that students aim to arrive on site 10 minutes before their start time so that they can go 
straight to their period 1 classroom. 
 

Engagement in Learning Policy Addendum  
We have made a small number of additions to our Engagement in Learning Policy, in the form of a Policy 
Addendum. A copy of the Addendum can be found here. Can I please ask that you read the document with your 
child and reinforce to them the importance of us working collectively to ensure we have a safe and enjoyable 
environment for all students to learn in and all staff to work in.    
 

Finally, we will continue to do everything possible to make sure we create an environment where your child feels 
safe, secure, confident and has the best platform possible to learn in. We are incredibly excited to welcome your 
child back to school to restart their educational journey with us. Thank you for your continued support.  
 

Best regards 
 

 
 

Martin Blacoe 
Principal 

mailto:liam.king@coopacademies.co.uk
https://www.wymetro.com/your-school/a-z-school-finder/c/co-op-academy-priesthorpe/
https://priesthorpe.coopacademies.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/28/2020/09/Engagement-in-Learning-Addendum.pdf

