
 

 

Further update re full re-opening to all students in September 
 

14th July 2020 
 

Dear Parents and Carers  
 

Following the recent publication of the government's guidance for the full opening of schools from 
September 2020 the Academy Leadership Team has begun planning for all students, in all year 
groups, to return to school. Before this can happen, a new detailed Risk Assessment will need to 
be in place, with specific actions to help keep students, staff and the wider community safe. This 
will replace our current Risk Assessment, which has enabled Year 10 and 12 students to receive 
curricular lessons over the last four weeks, and Years 7, 8 and 9 to access one-to-one wellbeing 
interviews. Proportionate control measures will be introduced, which will support and enable the 
delivery of a broad and balanced curriculum. The detailed arrangements have not yet been 
finalised, but the essential measures will include:  
 

• a requirement that people who are ill stay at home  

• robust hand and respiratory hygiene  

• enhanced cleaning arrangements  

• active engagement with NHS Test and Trace  

• new arrangements and routines around the site to reduce contacts and maximise distancing 
between those in school wherever possible and minimise potential for contamination, so far as is 
reasonably practicable  
 

It will not be possible to maintain 2 metre (or even 1 metre, at times) social distancing between 
students when all year groups are back in school full time, but our plans include arrangements to 
reduce student movement and keep year groups of students together in ‘zones’. The details are 
unlikely to be finalised before the end of the summer term because I need to consult with staff and 
unions about the measures we are taking. I will share the final arrangements with you in August.  
 

We have considered arrangements for Week 1 of the new academic year very carefully. Students 
will come into school on a particular day. Whilst we have been very pleased with the number of 
Year 10 and 12 students attending school over the last month and over half of Year 7, 8 and 9 
students taking up the opportunity for a one-to-one interview, there will be over 600 students 
coming back to school in September, who have not set foot in the building for over 5 months. 
Recent surveys indicate that, nationally, the majority of students are apprehensive about coming 
back to school for the new academic year. We take this incredibly seriously and want students to 
feel safe, settled and confident about being in school. A staggered approach to our first week will 
help us achieve this. Our arrangements for Week 1 can be seen in the table below. I will be 
sharing further details with you over the summer holidays. 
 
 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
From Week 2 (w/c 13 September), school will be fully open to all students, every day. We have 
made slight changes to our school day to ensure we minimise the number of contacts students 
have with those in other year groups. These arrangements can be seen in the table on the next 
page. Year 12 and 13 students will follow their normal timetable. This is to enable travelling 
students to access their full curriculum at our partner confederation schools. Once again, I will 
share more detail with you over the summer holidays, including, for example, arrangements about 
catering. We will review our provision regularly; at least twice each half term. Our aspiration, like 
that of schools across the country, is to return to our established school day and timetable as soon 
as social distancing restrictions have been removed. In the interim period, we are absolutely 
confident that we will be able to deliver a broad, balanced and engaging curriculum for all our 
students. 
 

Can I please also draw your attention to the following information: 
 

•  All students will be expected to meet our full uniform requirements, as published on our school 
website. Please contact the school if you are experiencing difficulties in achieving this.  

•  There will be a detailed plan for helping students catch up on missed learning, including a two-
week programme at the end of the summer holidays, for key groups of students. This will be 
further supported through additional government funding which, it is intended, will become 
available towards the end of the first term of the new academic year.  

• The government has made it clear that school attendance will be compulsory again from the  
beginning of the autumn term. This means that, from that point, our usual rules on school 
attendance will apply. We continue to work closely with the families of students who are 
particularly apprehensive about coming back into school. Please speak to a member of our 
Attendance Team if you feel you would benefit from additional support.  
 

Progress Reports 

Prior to lockdown, students in all year groups had received two sets of Progress Reports following 
two data capture points, since the start of the academic year. In light of remote learning having 
been significantly different to that experienced normally in class, and progress being more difficult 
to measure, we will report to you next on your child’s progress before the end of the first half term 



 

 

of the new academic year; in effect, in less than 8 school weeks’ time. This will enable staff to 
assess accurately where any gaps in students’ learning are, and report these to you more 
meaningfully than they would be able to at present. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Finally, can I please take this opportunity to thank you for all the support you have shown in 
helping to keep our students’ learning going since lockdown began towards the end of March. The 
last almost four months have been challenging for everyone; students, parents, staff and 
governors. Collectively, we have worked incredibly hard to overcome any barriers to learning. Staff 
and governors are incredibly excited at the prospect of welcoming all our students back in 
September. A school is simply a building without its students. 
 

I hope you all have a peaceful summer.  
 

Take care and stay safe 
 

 
 

Martin Blacoe 
Principal  


