
 

 

Phased re-opening of Priesthorpe from 15th June 
 

29th May 2020 
 

Dear Year 10/12 parents and carers 
 

I am writing to update you, following my letter shared with you on Monday 18th May. 
 

The government, on 24th May, shared more detailed plans about how it would like secondary 
schools to re-open to Year 10 and 12 students, to enable “some face-to-face support with their 
teachers, subject to the government’s 5 tests being met.” They confirmed yesterday, 28th June, 
that these 5 tests had been met and, as such, secondary schools could open to students from 
these year groups from 15th June. They have provided the following guidance for parents and 
carers, in support of this next step: 
 

Schools re-opening information for parents and carers  
 

Having explored a number of options, we believe the safest and most productive way to open for 
our Year 10 and 12 students is to split each year group into four, inviting each group into school 
for one day per week, between Monday and Thursday. We plan to use Fridays to deep clean the 
school and only open for the children of key workers and vulnerable students on this day. Students 
will be split based on their option groups, to minimise the number of different interactions staff and 
students would need to have with each other. A typical day would involve the students having a 
lesson of Maths, English and Science followed by Option 1 and Option 2 during Week 1, and 
Option 3 and 4 in Week 2. Critically, group sizes will be no greater than 6 or 7 students per class, 
if all students attend. A quarter of the year group is approximately 45 students. With 6 or 7 option 
groups, per block, this equates to a maximum of 6/7 students per group. Each group would stay 
together for all 3 core subject lessons and their first option lesson. They would then be supervised 
moving to their final lesson, lesson 5, to their second option class of the day. We absolutely 
believe we can achieve this safely, maintaining social distancing in the process. Class sizes of 6 or 
7 are less than half that prescribed by the government as an aspiration.  
 

Our plan is that we will begin delivering the curriculum described above w/c 22nd June. The week 
prior to this, w/c 15th June, we plan to deliver a wellbeing/key messages day for students, which 
we would repeat each day, for each new group of students. We believe the priority for this day 
must be simply for students to reacclimatise themselves with being in the school building and 
begin to re-establish school day routines. We plan to schedule one-to-one interviews for all 
students, to listen to their experiences during lockdown and discuss any concerns and anxieties 
they may have about returning to school. We will have specialist help available on-site for any 
students who are really struggling to cope. For some, the return to a routine will be very 
challenging, and potentially upsetting. We are well placed to support this. Further details of what 
the above offer will look like and, very importantly, the measures we are putting in place to make 
sure it can happen safely, can be found in the following document: 
 
Priesthorpe's re-opening plans for Y10/12 students 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/closure-of-educational-settings-information-for-parents-and-carers/reopening-schools-and-other-educational-settings-from-1-june
https://docs.google.com/document/d/e/2PACX-1vTEb70iZedIo1xwW7n-DDfXDFcLBt-BL1gcty8tl7lWDco68fjbc62TszXWrLkU2egE6q5VgTKfLZh3/pub


 

 

 

In order to assess how many Year 10 and 12 students are likely to take up this offer, I would like 
all parents to complete the survey below by 9am on Tuesday 2nd June (one per student).  This is 
important in helping us to inform our planning.  
 

Year 10/12 Parent Survey 
 
Can I also please ask you to update us, via the survey, if any details have changed for your 
son/daughter in relation to the following points: 
 

• Your contact details 

• Medical Condition changes since we closed in March or that you have not informed us of at the 
beginning of the year 

• Allergies - including hand sanitiser  
 

In addition, can you please inform us, also via the survey, if your son/daughter is covered by one 
of these categories? Please see the NHS document below for further details of at-risk groups. 
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/people-at-higher-risk-from-coronavirus/whos-
at-higher-risk-from-coronavirus/ 
 

• Do they fall into the clinically extremely vulnerable group? If the answer is yes, please provide 
details as they will not be able to attend school at present. 

 

• Do they fall into the clinically vulnerable group? You are advised to seek medical guidance as 
they may not be able to attend school at present, unless you are advised this is appropriate. 
Please provide details. 

 

• Do they live in a household where somebody is clinically extremely vulnerable? If so, they will 
not be able to attend school at present. Please provide details. 

 

• Do they live in a household where somebody is clinically vulnerable? You are advised to seek 
medical guidance, but it is likely they will be able to attend school if they can follow strict social 
distancing. Please provide details. 
  

Thank you for your continuing support and understanding at this challenging time. We are very 
much looking forward to welcoming our Year 10 and 12 students back to school from 15th June.  
 

Best regards, 
 

 
 

Martin Blacoe 
Principal  

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfiak3jnDI6fG6z5y-5A_dk3zlr_5LG1AQVR49yQmbj89_iRw/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/people-at-higher-risk-from-coronavirus/whos-at-higher-risk-from-coronavirus/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/people-at-higher-risk-from-coronavirus/whos-at-higher-risk-from-coronavirus/

