
 

Letter to parents and students 
 
As we come to the end of our second week of school being closed, and the nation being forced to 
adapt to a completely new way of living, learning, and working, I wanted to write to you to thank 
you for working incredibly hard to adapt to so many changes.  
 
Many teachers are parents and understand how difficult it is being forced to stay indoors, apart 
from one daily piece of exercise, and not being allowed to visit relatives and friends. This is 
incredibly challenging, both emotionally and physically. 
 
We have been gathering lots of feedback from staff and students, and, on the back of this, are 
continuing to adapt the way in which we set work and the type of work we set. Concentrating on 
schoolwork and learning at home are more difficult than when at school. Whilst Google Classroom 
is a great way of sharing learning material and work, both as a teacher and a student, it is clearly 
not the same as having a teacher in the classroom with you.  
 
As such, we have decided to reduce the amount of work we are asking teachers to set and 
students to complete. Evidence being gathered across the country suggests 2 – 3 hours of on-line 
learning, per day, is a sensible aspiration. After the Easter holidays, staff will, therefore, set an 
amount which broadly reflects this timeframe.  
 
Please be patient with staff. Setting work solely via on on-line portal is brand new to them. I have 
been humbled by the way they have tackled this challenge and have seen, repeatedly, over the 
last two weeks, Teaching and Associate Staff going above and beyond to help keep your child’s 
learning going and keep our most vulnerable students safe.  
 
We have put together a series of information focused on student and parent wellbeing, which can 
be accessed via the link below. I hope you find them useful. 
 
https://priesthorpe.coopacademies.co.uk/your-wellbeing/ 
 
Thank you again for your support. You are all very much in our thoughts. I hope you manage to 
have as peaceful and as restful an Easter as possible in the current climate. Staff will be setting 
work for students to access from Monday 20 April. 
 
Take care 

 
Martin Blacoe 
Principal  
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