
 
Message to Priesthorpe students: 20 April 2020 
 
I hope you and your families are safe and well and you have managed to enjoy the break from 
schoolwork over Easter. The way that students and staff adapted, before the holidays, to working 
from home was incredible. I know you have all faced some tough challenges, but despite this, I 
have heard fabulous stories of students helping others, delivering food parcels to relatives, helping 
to care for brothers and sisters or making sure elderly neighbours have everything they need.  I 
have seen examples of brilliant pieces of work completed at home and am incredibly proud to see 
the hundreds of rewards staff are issuing on ClassCharts.  
 
Today is the start of a new term but not like any we have experienced before. Staff will continue to 
keep in touch, sharing work and giving feedback through Google Classroom. Your Coach will be in 
touch too. Make sure you use the network of support you have in your teachers. We are here to 
help. You will notice staff will set less work this term. There will still be lots to keep you busy and 
on track with your learning, but we have listened to feedback. We know lots of you are sharing a 
device, making it difficult to keep up with all of the work set before the holidays. You will also be 
given at least one week to complete any work set. In most cases you will get two weeks. This 
should also help. Please keep feeding your ideas and suggestions back through your Coach and 
Key Stage Leaders.  
 
Finally, a message to those of you who were expecting to take exams this year: Please rest 
assured we are working hard to collate the information the exam boards require to issue grades 
this summer. It is important to remember that the government has directed schools not to share 
any predicted grades with students. Before the Easter holidays I shared a document with you and 
your parents from OFQUAL, which explained why predicted grades should not be shared. Your 
grades will be available on 13th August for A Level and 20th August for GCSEs. We will be 
sharing activities to support Year 11 students’ preparation for Post 16 studies on the school 
website. If you are applying for Apprenticeships, please let us know. We are organising online 
careers interviews to help you explore all of your options, as there are likely to be significantly 
fewer Apprenticeships available this year. Support with university applications continues through 
Miss Jackson and Mrs Brigham. Get in touch if you have any questions. We are also committed to 
celebrating your time with us as a Priesthorpe student. As soon as restrictions are lifted and we 
are in a position to make arrangements for a celebration event, we will be in touch.  
 
Please take care of yourself and each other and stay safe.  
 

 
 
Mr Blacoe 

 


